THELOWDOWN ON
NUTRIENT POLLUTION

Nutrient pollution is a serious issue for waterways. Click below for
eye-opening resources on what you need to know.

NUMERIC VS. NEW
NARRATIVE NUTRIENT

STANDARDS POLLUTION
66 RuLEARACE ??

Scientists spent years determining To THE
safe levels of nitrogen and BOTTOM'
phosphorus that could be measured
in parts per million. This number
gave engineers and industry specific
limits as they carried out their \
business. The "narrative” standards ROLLBACK OF
are much more vague and difficult CLEAN WATER
to determine in advance—basically PROTECTIONS
it means waiting for a problem to be UNSGIENTIFIG;
visible to the human eye, rather than LIKELY ILLEGAL
taking measurements and planning \
in advance. <<READ MORE>>
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TOP 4 POINT SOURCE AND
NON-POINT SOURCE
CONTRIBUTORS POLLUTION
Zp_s“e Vl\ldsi'e The top two contributors to nutrient pollution are "non-
ISposa point” sources (such as leaky septic systems). The new
2 dgl‘lcu|fura| DEQ rule aims to quantify nutrient pollution from both
runoff point sources and non-point sources, but the rule lacks
waste-water any regulatory tool to reduce nutrient pollution from non-
treatment point sources. Without any teeth, this approach will
simply maintain the status quo on degraded rivers or
4 mdus"y & " Zven lead to increase(cql nutrient?oollution.
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ITS TIMETO
TAKEACTION

Take action by educating yourself and sending comments to the
MT Department of Environmental Quality before 5 PM, February 8.

Comments can be sent directly to lorynjohnson2@mt.gov.
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WATER QUALITY |
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

February 8, 2022, at 2:00 p.m,,
the DEQ will hold a public hearing
to consider the proposed
amendment and adoption of the
above-stated rules.
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https://www.uppermissouriwaterkeeper.org/montanas-rollback-of-clean-water-protections-unscientific-likely-illegal/
mailto:loryn.johnson2@mt.gov
https://deq.mt.gov/files/Water/WQInfo/Documents/2021%20Public%20Notices/PublicHearing_MAR%20Notice%2017-420/17-420%20pro-arm_12-2021.pdf
https://missoulian.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-water-quality-protection-needs-strong-science/article_fde37a63-5819-50ca-baf4-c450d8ef39f2.html
https://mtstandard.com/opinion/columnists/guest-view-new-nutrient-pollution-rule-a-race-to-the-bottom/article_900d88be-8e64-5ad2-bbcd-535f1e01de31.html

